
After having my right leg
amputated f ive years ogo,
due to a recurring infec-
t ion, I honestly believed my
riding days were over.
I have always loved motor-
b ikes,  r id ing fu l l  t ime f rom
the  age  o f  16  un t i l  lwas  23 .
Even a badly broken right
l eg ,  p inned  and  p la ted
when I was 21 dad not put
me off, unti l  I  was told that
having an acc ident  wi th  the
plate in  my lower leg could
cause the bone to shatter; I
reluctantly gave up.
Having the plate removed
when I  was 30,  I  was
suffering a lot of pain, the
doctors discovered a deep
seated infection, which it
took them four  years to
sort out.
About a year later, my wife
Karen said, "After every-
th ing you 've been through,
you st i l l  want  a b ike,  so get
ong ! "
So I  d id ,  an o ld 55014 which
I rode for four years unti l  I
was 4O.
Two weeks after my 40th,
the infection recurred. A
below knee amputat ion
fai led to clear i t ,  so my
r ight  leg was amputated
above the knee.
So that 's i t  - accept the
riding days are over?
I thought so, but a year ago
Karen said, " l f  you really
wanted to, you could have
ano the r  b i ke ,  cou ldn ' t
you?"
" l  suppose so."  I  sa id and,
af ter  d iscuss ing i t  w i th
fr iends, Andy Cooper and
Dave Hawkyard suggested
the NABD as a way forward
with advice and help.
So we contacted the NABD
and they were very helpful.
I  fancied a VFR 750, Karen
looked on the net  and
found a local dealer with
what looked l ike the right
bike and, after a test r ide
by a mate,  S imon Asplen,  I
bought  i t .
Thank you so much NABD
for the grant of a rear brake
thumb lever ,  and f i t t ing
costs.
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The work was carried out
by Wilson's of Kirton, near
Boston,  L incolnshi re.
I  am now back r id ing again
- i t 's fantastic - and slowly
regain ing my conf idence.
I  haven' t  done many mi les
this year, but every one is
st i l l  fur ther  than I  ever
thought  I  would do again.

Many thanks again to  the
NABD.
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